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Oral Health Education Initiative

Rules and Regulations

March 2009

Program Description: The Delta Dental of New Jersey Foundation (the Foundation) will grant  at least three elementary schools (grantees), in separate New Jersey Abbott school districts, up to $5,000 to initiate an Oral Health Education Program (the Program) in their third-grade classes for the  2009-2010 school year. “The Delta Dental Oral Health Education Initiative Grant” (the Grant) application period begins March 9, 2009, and ends June 15, 2009. Winning grantees will be notified on or before July 31, 2009. Participation constitutes the applicant’s full and unconditional agreement to and acceptance of these Official Rules and Regulations.

Eligibility: This grant opportunity is open to all New Jersey elementary schools in designated New Jersey Abbott school districts that include third grade, this includes charter schools in those districts. Applicants must complete the official Grant Application (enclosed) and answer all questions. 

Program Guidelines: School administration will develop an original oral health education program to be implemented in their third-grade classes during the 2009-2010 school year. The Program must include ten monthly activities (one per month) that work toward helping children understand the following: why it is important to maintain proper daily oral hygiene; how to properly brush and floss; the function of the dentist and hygienist; the relationship between oral health and food choices; and the relationship between oral health and overall health. The applicant must give a clear, yet brief, description of each activity involved. The Program can also include any other components administration feels are necessary to meet the specific oral health needs of their students. 

Example activities include: an oral health bulletin board; a field trip to a dentist’s office; or reading a book about oral health. The following resources can be used to create the program: American Dental Association Oral Health Curriculum (www.ada.org); National Institutes of Health Curriculum Supplement for Elementary School “Open Wide and Trek Inside” (science.education.nih.gov); Delta Dental of New Jersey’s online Kids’ Club and Wisdom Tooth Newsletter (www.deltadentalnj.com).

Grantee Selection: Grantees will be selected based on Creativity/Originality, Feasibility, Sustainability, Cost, and Measurement. The Foundation retains sole discretion with respect to the evaluation of the grant applications and proposed programs and the determination as to which (if any) will receive funding.

Creativity/Originality: Though grantees can utilize resources referenced above to create individual programs, creativity and originality are important judging criteria. Delta Dental is looking to support an original and unique oral health education program that will keep the interest of the students all school year long. An explanation as to why/how the developed program meets the specific needs of the students is recommended.

Feasibility: Programs will also be judged for feasibility.

Sustainability: Sustainability will play a large role in the selection process. Applications must reflect how the program will be continued after the grant year is concluded. For example, most of what is purchased using grant monies should be reusable to help ensure sustainability. Future minimal funding from the Foundation may be possible, though schools cannot rely on the Foundation for sustainability. Schools can apply for continued Delta Dental funding through the Foundation’s normal process. Visit www.deltadentalnj.com for more information.

Cost: Each applicant will be required to include a line item estimate of program costs. The Grant will award up to $5,000 for items such as supplies (toothbrushes, drawing materials, books, etc.) and travel expenses for students. 

Measurement: Programs must incorporate a measurement tool to gauge oral health awareness among the students. This can be in the form of a survey at the end of the school year or another means the school administration sees fit. This measurement tool will be used by Delta Dental to judge the success of the Program at its completion. 

Conditions: By submitting an application, each school agrees to be bound by these Official Rules and the decisions of Delta Dental, which shall be final. The Foundation and representatives including its marketing agency are not responsible for and shall not be liable for any failures or difficulties that may arise from the individual oral health education programs. The Foundation reserves the right to make adjustments to the selected grantee programs (in accordance with the applying school) if they deem necessary. 

By accepting the Grant, schools agree to allow Delta Dental to photograph artwork, projects, etc., reproduce the program for use by others, and use the school’s name and program information for promotional, advertising, and publicity purposes in any and all media worldwide in perpetuity by Delta Dental without compensation except where prohibited by law. 

The Foundation will develop press materials and actively promote its Oral Health Education Initiative to the local press. This will require the participation of each grantee’s program coordinator and/or the school principal. Individual check presentation events will be scheduled in September 2009 at each of the selected schools, to which press will be invited. Delta Dental will work with each school individually to protect the privacy of the children, families, and staff as the school deems necessary.

Grantees must also agree to allow Foundation representatives to make a site visit at their facility at a mutually convenient time. Upon the completion of the 2009-2010 school year, grantees are required to complete all answers to an Outcomes Report that will be supplied to them. The Outcomes Report and results from the Program’s measurement tool are due 45 days after the end of the grant period.

Notification: At least three elementary schools will be selected to receive a grant from   different New Jersey Abbott school districts during the selection period of June 16, 2009, to July 30, 2009. The  grantees selected will receive a notification package containing a confirmation letter and grant agreement no later than July 31, 2009, via U.S. mail to the summer contact person listed on the grant application. 

Potential grantees will have ten (10) days to sign and return Delta Dental of New Jersey Foundation’s Grant Agreement, or the Grant will be void and awarded to an alternate school that will be chosen from the remaining eligible entries received before June 15, 2009. Once the grant agreement is received, funds will be awarded in September 2009 (date to be determined). 

